








In 2007, the department promulgated new rules that
allow for the safe preparation of non-potentially hazardous
foods in home-based kitchens. “Domestic Kitchen” rules
provide an opportunity for small business owners to market
their products to consumers in a way that protects public
health. In addition to following sanitary requirements,
home-based kitchen operators are required to attend the
Tennessee Food Safety Certification Course developed jointly by the Division and the
University of Tennessee. This educational program is an essential part of ensuring the safe
handling, preparation and labeling of home-based foods.

The safety of imported foods as well as domestic food products increasingly requires
international cooperation. At the request of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the
Division this year hosted food safety officials from Thailand for training in food regulatory
procedures and systems.

Protecting public health through the safety
of our food supplies requires the efforts of highly
skilled and trained professionals— from Division
inspectors and laboratory technicians to food
scientists and industry leaders— all working
together. Our aim is to reassure citizens that §
when they purchase foods and beverages
processed in Tennessee that they can do so with
quiet confidence in the safety of those products.
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DA maintains a cooperative relationship with USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS), Tennessee Field Office to provide timely, unbiased statistics including
Tennessee crop acreage, yield, and production; crop progress and condition; livestock
inventories; and economic information. The Tennessee Field Office

also has responsibility for the five-year Census of Agriculture,

which is scheduled to be mailed December 2007.

C U l Information from NASS allows informed decisions
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he Census of Agriculture, taken every five
Tyears, is a complete count of U.S. farms and
ranches and the people who operate them. It
provides the only source of uniform,
comprehensive agricultural data for every county
in the nation. Through the Census, producers can
show the nation the value and importance of
agriculture and they can help influence decisions
that will shape the future of American agriculture
for years to come. By responding to the Census,
producers are helping themselves, their
communities, and all of U.S. agriculture. For
America’s farmers and ranchers, the Census of
Agriculture is their voice, their future and their
responsibility.

In addition to the state’s major agricultural
commodities, more non-traditional items such as
emus, ducks, apricots, and average age of farmers
are also estimated from the census.

Field Office data products are made possible
through the willingness of the state’s farmers, who
take part in agricultural surveys about their
operations. This information ensures an accurate
picture of Tennessee agriculture, and is also vital
in the correct distribution of state and federal grant
monies. Individual information provided to NASS
is kept in the strictest confidence and protected by law
from disclosure to any group, other federal agency, or
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