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Overall Farmstead Assessment
Now that you’ve finished the parts of the

Farm•A•Syst assessment that fit your farming opera-
tion, you probably have a good idea of what water-
quality risks exist around your farmstead.  Use the
chart on the next page to list the high-risk conditions
and practices you identified while answering the ques-
tions in the other factsheets.

Next, fill in the “Response Options” and “Tak-
ing Action” sections in the chart.  The information
found in the factsheets includes actions for you to con-
sider.

Response Options
Check either “Immediate Action Possible” or

“Further Planning Required.”  This is a quick assess-
ment of whether the change will require major effort
or money, like building a containment structure un-
der your fuel tanks, or whether it just requires a change
in practice, like clearly labeling stored pesticides.

Taking Action
Decide now on a possible first step to address

each concern and write it down.  It may be removing
pesticide containers from the wellhouse, or making a
phone call to get information on composting poultry
litter and carcasses.

The first step for a concern you identified as “Im-
mediate Action Possible” should be easier than a first
step for a major or costly project.  In fact, further ac-
tion may not be necessary if the first step eliminates
the source of concern, like removing pesticides from
the wellhouse.  But no matter how simple or how com-
plicated that initial step may be, taking action to ad-
dress the high-risk concerns you have listed is ex-
tremely important.

Keep this chart handy.  It provides important in-
formation for you to begin to protect your drinking
water effectively.  Refer to it often and seek assistance
with measures you plan to take to preserve the quality
of your water.  The contacts and references in each
factsheet can also be helpful as you put your plans into
action.

A Few Final Words. . . .

After doing all you can to reduce the risk of
groundwater contamination on your farmstead, you
may still have test results that show a high level of one
or more contaminants.

*One factor could be conditions and activities
away from the core of the farmstead. For example, ni-
trate could be leaching from your cropland.

*Problems can originate in distant areas, too.
Depending on local geology, activities miles away can
result in groundwater contamination that moves
slowly toward your property and your water supply.
It may take years for a spill on someone else’s land to
show up in your well.  Leaking petroleum tanks, farm
dumps, and trash thrown into sinkholes far from your
property can affect your drinking water—just like con-
ditions and activities at your farmstead have the potential
to affect the drinking water of your neighbors.

You may want to encourage your neighbors to
use this farmstead assessment.  You may also want to
keep track of potential sources of contamination be-
yond your farmstead.

Continued on p.4



High-Risk Activities Chart
An action plan to protect and improve water quality

After completing the factsheets that apply to your farmstead, list the individual activities or structures that
you have identified as high-risk—that is, those identified by answering YES to the checklist questions—in this
chart.  Fill in the first two columns: “Worksheet Name” and “Individual Activity of Concern.”  Identify options that
can be carried out immediately as well as those that will require further planning.  Decide which response option
best addresses each concern.  Write down the first step you plan to take to correct each high-risk situation and then
take action.

teehskroW
emaN

laudividnI
foytivitcA

nrecnoC

snoitpOesnopseR

noitcAgnikaT
sserddaotpetstsrifdesoporp(

)nrecnoc

etaidemmI
noitcA
elbissoP
niegnahc(

;ylnoecitcarp
tsocrojamon

)deriuqer

rehtruF
gninnalP
deriuqeR

seriuqer(
tnemevorpmi
sevlovnitaht
rotrofferojam

)tsochgih



teehskroW
emaN

laudividnI
foytivitcA

nrecnoC

snoitpOesnopseR

noitcAgnikaT
sserddaotpetstsrifdesoporp(

)nrecnoc

etaidemmI
noitcA
elbissoP
niegnahc(

;ylnoecitcarp
tsocrojamon

)deriuqer

rehtruF
gninnalP
deriuqeR

seriuqer(
tnemevorpmi
sevlovnitaht
rotrofferojam

)tsochgih



R12-4110-04-001-97     SP484N-5M-12/96
A State Partner in the Cooperative Extension System

The Agricultural Extension Service offers its programs to all eligible persons regardless of race, color, national origin,
sex or disability and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
 The University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture,

 and county governments cooperating in furtherance of Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914.
 Agricultural Extension Service

 Billy G. Hicks, Dean

Your Farm•A•Syst factsheet results may reveal a
need for changes on your farmstead, even though your
water-quality test results are quite good.  Your well
may be uphill from your farmstead so the water drawn
from that area is not affected by your activities.  That
doesn’t mean that contaminants are not entering the
groundwater and affecting someone else’s drinking
water.  Be as careful as possible about farmstead man-
agement, especially if your site assessment shows your
farmstead is on land with a high risk of groundwater
contamination.

For further information, consult the references
listed in the worksheets.

Tennessee Farm•A•Syst publications are adapted
from Wisconsin and Minnesota models and Arkansas,
Florida, and Mississippi materials.  They have been
adapted by Karin A. Beuerlein and members of the
University of Tennessee Agricultural Extension Service
Environmental Stewardship Priority Program Team.

This project is funded, in part, under an agree-
ment with the Tennessee Department of Agriculture
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  The
mention of trade names or commercial products does
not constitute endorsement or recommendation by the
State or the Environmental Protection Agency.
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