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Building Market Linkages

Liberian cocoa production has a long history.
Though overshadowed by plantation rubber, small-
holder cocoa is the second most important Liberian
export (3.5%) and a vital source of income for thou-
sands of smallholder farmers in Liberia.

Given Liberia’s current path of transition, it is
imperative to examine the institutions that impact
the cocoa sector and conduct an objective exami-
nation of the current marketing chain. This seminar
will discuss findings from a recent survey con-
ducted by UT, the Sustainable Tree Crop Program -
Liberia and the Liberian Ministry of Agriculture. The
survey was designed to obtain a baseline of rural
household and agricultural production and market-
ing data to analyze with respect to the potential
rehabilitation of Liberia’s cocoa production capacity
and reorganization of the marketing chain. The goal
of the project is to find ways to improve the welfare
of agents throughout the Liberian cocoa supply
chain and investigate the potential of this sector as
an engine for poverty alleviation, job creation and
overall economic development.
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